
Date

Ms JillDeSouge
47405WhiskeyLaneExt
Tickfaw LA70466

Re BoardDocketNo 2020 807

DearMs DeSouge

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics atitsMarch5 2021meeting consideredyourrequestforan
advisoryopinionregardingwhethertheCodeofGovernmentalEthicswouldprohibityourson
BrodyDeSouge independentlyorasanemployeeofKAJIConstruction frombeingemployed
withRAWL orasimilarsituatedcontractorwithTangipahoaParish whileyouareemployedwith
theParishAccountingDepartment accountspayablesection

FACTSPROVIDED

YouprovidedthatyouareemployedbyTangipahoaParishGovernmentintheAccounting
Department Youprovidedthatyoudonotsignchecksandyoudonotapprovecontractsforthe
Parish Youonlyprocess thechecks Further youstatedthatyouandyourhusbandhavea
business KAJIConstruction LLC thatemploysyoursonasaCDLdriver Youwouldliketo
knowifKAJIConstructionandoryourson inhisownrightasanindependentcontractor may
subcontractwithRAWLorthelowestbiddertohaulmaterialtothelandfillfortheparish Further
youstated ifitcausesaproblem KAJIConstructionwould bewillingnottocontractwithor
acceptanycompensationfromparishcontractorsevenifyoursonusesthecompanytrucktohaul
materialtothelandfill

Youstatedthatwhentheparishneedsmaterialhauledtothelandfill thepurchasingagentcalls
vendorstogetbidsonhauling Thevendorwiththelowestbidgetsthejob Thevendorwilluse
theirowntrucksandorhireadditionaltruckstohelpcompletethejobinatimelymanner For
example RAWLhasbeenthelowestbidderandwonthecontractinthepast InthepastRAWL
hassubcontractedwithindependentCDLdriverstohaulmaterialtothelandfill

Whenthejobiscompletethebidwinnersubmitsaninvoicetothepurchasingagenttoapprove
thentheinvoicegoestotheAccountingDepartmentandgiventothefinancedirectortoapprove
andyouprocessthecheck Thecheckwouldbewrittentothelowestbidder forexampleRAWL
Onceyouprocessedthecheckyousubmit itforsignatures IfanyextraCDLdriversarehired
RAWLpaystheextraCLDdrivers Therefore youwouldneverprocessacheckforyourcompany
orson

ISSUES

WhethertheCodeofGovernmentalEthicswouldprohibityour sonfrombeingemployed
independentlyorasanemployeeofKAJIConstructionwithRAWLorasimilarsituated
contractorwithTangipahoaParishwhileyouareemployedwiththeParish



LAW

La RS 421111C2 d providesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthepublic
servantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shallreceiveany
thingofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortoberendered toorfor
anypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare d Neitherperformedfornor
compensatedbyanypersonorfromanyofficer director agent oremployeeofsuchperson if
suchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshouldknowthatsuchpersonhasorisseekingtoobtain
contractualorotherbusinessorfinancialrelationshipswiththepublicservantsagency conducts
operationsoractivitieswhichareregulatedbythepublicemployeesagency orhassubstantial
economicinterestswhichmaybesubstantiallyaffectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceof
thepublicemployeesofficialduty

La RS 421113Aprohibitsapublicservantoramemberofsuchpublicservantsimmediate
familyoralegalentityinwhichhehascontrollinginterestfrombiddingonorenteringintoany
contract subcontractorothertransactionthatisunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionofthepublic
servantsagency

La RS 421114providesthateachpublicservantandeachmemberofhisimmediatefamilywho
derivesanythingofeconomicvalue directly throughanytransactioninvolvingtheagencyofsuch
publicservantorwhoderivesanythingofeconomicvalueofwhichhemaybereasonablyexpected
toknowthroughapersonwhich 1 isregulatedbytheagencyofsuchpublicservant or 2 has
bidonorenteredintoorisinanywayfinanciallyinterestedinanycontract subcontract orany
transactionunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionoftheagencyofsuchpublicservantshalldisclose
certaininformationassetforthinLa RS 421114

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoadviseyou that underthespecificcircumstances
presentedabove Section1111C2 d oftheCodewouldprohibitKAJIConstruction LLCfrom
acceptinganycompensationfromparishcontractors sincetheAccountingDepartment hasa
businessorfinancialrelationshipwithRAWL orthelowestbidder becauseyourofficeprocesses
thecheck However neitherSection1111C2 d norSection1113AoftheCodewouldprohibit
your sonfrombeingemployedbyRAWLoranothercontractortohaulmaterialtoalandfill
providedtheparishcontractorpayshimdirectlyandthesubcontractisnotunderthesupervision
orjurisdictionofyouragency theAccountingDepartment

La RS 421113Aprohibitsapublicservantoramemberofsuchpublicservantsimmediate
familyoralegalentityinwhichhehascontrollinginterestfrombiddingonorenteringintoany
contract subcontractorothertransactionthatisunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionofthepublic
servantsagency Thecontractorsubcontracttohaulmaterialstothelandfillisnotunderyour
agencytheAccountingDepartment



However BrodyDeSouge ifawardedasubcontracttohaulmaterialstothelandfill would be
requiredtofileadisclosurestatementincompliancewithSection1114oftheCode Section
1114providesthatthepublicservantandtheimmediatefamilymemberwhoareinanyway
interestedinacontractorothertransactionunderthesupervisionofthepublicservantsagency
arerequiredtofileadisclosurestatementwiththeBoardofEthics Sinceyour agency the

stAccountingDepartment issuesthecheckyoursonwouldberequiredtofileareportbyMay1
disclosingincomereceived fromcontractors Form405canbefound atethicslagovunder
DisclosureForms Acopyhasbeenenclosedforreference

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactspresented
mayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofEthics TheBoardissuesno
opinionastopastconductorlawsotherthanCodeofGovernmentalEthics Ifyouhaveany
questions pleasecontactmeat 225 2195600or 800 8426630

Sincerely
LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

SuzanneQuinlanMooney
FortheBoard

enclosure


